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PURE RELIGION AND VNDEFILED BEFORE GOD AND THE- 

FATHER 18 THIS, To vISIT THE FATHERLESS AND 
WIDOWS IN THEIR AFFLICTION, AND To KEEF" | 
er VNSPOTTED FROM THE WORLD. 


H AT an amal idea 4 of the eie we profeſs 
VV. do the words now read exhibit: and, at the ſame 
time, ids a ſolid confutation do they afford, to the 
ealumny of thoſe who repreſent Chriſtianity as ſullen 
and ſevere; who deſcribe its diſciples as il|-tempered and 
moroſe, and averſe to the diſcharge of the ſocial offices 
of life! The Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt gives countenance to 
no ſuch diſpoſitions, and the author of our text expreſsly 
tells us, that the excellence of our profeſſion appears as- 
much in active as in paſhve virtues; in the performance 
of public and relative duties, as well as in exerciſes of 
private obligation; in the diſplay of benevolenc# towards 
others, as well as in habits of klf-government and moral 
i ee e 


[4 


But while fome 10 ſuch eee endeavour 

to adrett the character of our religion, there are others, 
who do it equal injuſtice, and equally depart from the 
declarations of Scripture, by ſuppoſing it to conſiſt prin- 
eipally in ſpeculative. opinions and mere matters of belief. 


vi A SERMON PREACHED BEFORE. 


The defign, perhaps, may not have been quite ſo male- 
volent in the latter inſtance as in the former, but the 
effects have not been leſs miſchievous ; and the world, in 
ſome ages of it, has witneſſed the fierceſt contentions, 
and the peace of the church has been ſometimes broken 
and deſtroyed, in defence of doctrines of doubtful and 
uncertain meaning, and in vindication of points, of little 
or no moment to ot a 

| While the enemies of the Goſpel. ding wilfally * 5 
what it delivers, and ſome of its friends unknowingly 
confound its tenets, the ingenuous and 'well-inforn ed 


profeſſors govern their hearts and lives by,the plain, clear, 


unequivocal deciſions of Chriſt and his apoſtles. Such 


diſcriminate, as they ought, between the commandments 
of God, and the traditions of men; between thoſe articles, 
for which, under all circumſtances, they muſt earneſtly 
contend, and thoſe, which, as being more indifferent, 


challenge leſs concern; between, in ſhort, the eſſentials 


of their faith, and the circumſtantials of it; always in- 
cluding among the former, Love and Charity: and being 
ſatisfied, that in no caſe can there be genuine Chriſtianity, 
where there! is no benevolence; that whatever may be the 
merits of a man's creed, however fervent and abſtracted 
his forms of addreſs towards the great Object of his devo- 
tion, or however correct and ſevere his ordinary courſe of 
private deportment, yet if he refuſes © to viſit the father- 
leſs and widows in their affliction, his religion cannot 
be pure and undefiled before God and the Father; he 
18 deficient i in one grand diſtinguiſhing; mark of his pro- 
Feſſign 5; whatever he may have done, he has omitted what 
| ought 12 
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ang not to have been left undone; ; he has: _— 
the eee matters of the law. 
5 Not that we mean to cee 5e if love to man em- 
braced the whole of our religious ſervice, or as if piety: 
towards our Maker, and purity in the conduct of ourſelves, 
were not equally compriſed, in the comprehenſive view of 
Chriſtianity. There are not wanting thoſe, who on this- 
ſubject put aſunder what God has joined together, by 
ſeeming to imagine, that the performance of one duty, 
ſuperſedes the neceſſity of their obedience to another ;: 
and that by liberal proofs of- pity and: kindneſs, they can-- 
cel all the obligations of divine worſhip, and all the de- 
mands of perſonal virtue. Eaſy indeed would be the 
compromiſe, if no more was required of us, than the mere 
diſtribution of alms. Men of the looſeſt morals, by 
compaſſionate attentions to the exigencies of the miſerable 
and unfortunate, might thus live without God in the: 
world, might freely indulge their every appetite, and yet 
fancy themſelves entitled to the. beſt rewards of the Goſ- 
pel; and thus the ſyſtem. of faith and practice which 
Chriſt taught, inſtead of being a: yoke, though an eaſy 
one, and a burden, though. a light one, as hethimſelf- 
deſcribed it, would contradict his deſcription, loſe all its 
energy; and really become, in no ſenſe of the terms, the- 
ſmalleſt reſtraint on 19 | 


But . ſome may be, in wiſhing ſuch a 
ſcheme. of commutation, might ſecure their - happineſs 
hereafter, we have not ſo learned Chriſt, We know the 
Os of ſuch reaſoning, and the __ ene which 

| produce. 
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produce it. We are convinced, from the nature of things 
as well as from the ſolemn aſſurance of divine authority, 
that the firſt and great commandment enjoins the love of 
God, while the ſecond directs the love of our neighbour; 
and that having equally fulfilled the obligations of both 
theſe laws, we are then to ſtrive, in the management of 
_ ourſelves, and in our commerce and connexions with the 
world, * W 1 Pu 15 undefiled, and e 


Having hos e PEP i — in n 
tion of the apoſtle's definition of pure religion, and en- 
deavoured to ſhew, that it is a phraſe: of extenſive import, 

including alike the diſcharge of oùr ſeveral duties to God, 
our neighbour, and ourſelves, and that the performance 
of each is indiſpenſably incumbent on all, who profeſs to 
believe the doctrines of our Saviour, we now advance, to 
the more immediate application of the words of our text, 
an the een of our OO” wiring ; 


i land hal ans good Procklmſts of: God, 1 wiſh 
| ends! in the government of the world, to permit a ſad 
variety of wretchedneſs to prevail in it. Which ever way 
we turn our eyes, diſtreſs and ſorrow, of one ſort. or 
other, meet our view; and the affections of pity and ten- 
derneſs are inceſſantly ſolicited, to adminiſter relief to the 
ſufferers. To the honour of the age in which we live, it 
muſt be acknowledged, no want of charity, in the popu- 
lar aeceptation of the word, appears. The miſeries of 
human life, many and complicated as they are, we regard 
with ſenſations of kindneſs, unknown in earlier times; 
and remedies, in greater or leſs degree, are applied to 
e | 4 1 f ne : 
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 wvery: in, whethgr of mind, body, or eſtate, under which | 
our fellow-creatures can languiſn. The diſpoſitions which 
prompt to ſuch exertions, are amiable and meritorious ; 
and, perhaps, all circumſtances conſidered, it may be no 
improbable conjecture to hazard, that the principle of 
charity, which is ſo prominent a feature in our national 
character, and which St. Peter tells us, covers a multitude 
of ſins, may arreſt the vengeance of heaven; and ſuſpend 
the execution of thoſe puniſhments, to which our mani- 
fold provocations in mind and manners, have unhappily 
rendered us obnoxious. Be that, however, as it may, 
and whatever be the leading motive with the Almighty 
Ruler of the univerſe, to diſcover forbearance towards us, 
thus much is certain, that the Father of mercies cannot 
but look down with complacency on every labour of love; 
nor can the truly penitent adopt and purſue any courſe of 
moral improvement, with better proſpect of acceptance, 
or which ſhall be more likely to conciliate the compaſſion 
of their Judge, towards their own infirmities, than by 
alleviating the diſtreſſes of others; agreeable to the advice 
of the prophet Daniel, where he ſays, * Break off thy 
fins by righteouſneſs, . and. ne Lana by wen 5 
enen . 0 Bi | 


Fartheſt be it 7 ag us, to ES the 3 and 
excellencies of any inſtitutions, for the relief of mankind; 


or to form invidious compariſons among the different 
plans which have been deviſed, for the comfort and advan- 
tage of any of our ſuffering brethren. All have their 
merits, and their uſes; and while the honour of God is 
increaſed by thicir means, and the evils of human life are 
e175 b 1 mitigated, 
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1 But weten une every concefſion in favour of other 
eſtabliſhments, notwithſtanding the praiſe we- ſo readily 

beſtow, to the purpoſes for which they are founded, and 

the ſucceſs we fo ardently wiſh to their defigns, we may 

yet, it is preſumed, be allowed, to repreſent our own 

claims to attention, and to excite each other, to a zealous 

_ folicitude towards that Charity, which is more peculiarly 

our own, and which, it is the profeſſed buſineſs of this 

day's ſolemnity, to recommend to that continued patronage 

. ſupport, W we . it t fo well ee re 
Without entering on the bern merits of te elerical 

bee, or urging any thing, reſpecting the nature and 

end of our profeſſion,” or eſtimating ' how far the public 

welfare may be promoted, by the due diſcharge of it *; 

waving alt the hopes of thoſe connected with us, in virtue 

of ſuch conſiderations,  we' venture to aſſert, that the 

widows and orphans, the ſubjects of our preſent regard 
have every pretenſion to notice and relief, in common 
with the diſtreſſed of other orders, and labour beſides, 

under ſome misfortunes, which | ae —— too ene 
12 5 -eminence i in row.” 93% e ee FLAT J's 
The pryiſinn deſtined for the maintenance of m pa- 
rochial clergy, ſpeaking of them colle8ively, is indiſpu- 


pr hb Ses this — meien ry 8 ability * the gane 

1 Biſhop of London, in his Sermon preached before the gon io the Clergy 
y the year n. „ e 

> Ig . is. 75 
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5 tably poor: and mean; unequal to the proper ſupport even 
of a moderate family, inadequate to the rank we hold in 
fociety, and incompetent to the various claims, which are 
made on us; by the public at large, the laws of our eccle- 
ſiaſtical conſtitution, and the Fe and neceſſitous i in 
our reſpective neighbourhoods &. Under ſuch circum- 
ſtances, {ſhould we be diſpoſed or qualified to add to. 
contracted income, by application to matters of a 3 
kind, the duties of our profeſſion, and the rules attend- 
ing it, prohibit our engaging in ſuch concerns; and while 
men in other departments, more certainly derive advan- 
tages, in proportion to the exerciſe of their talents, and 
the exertions of their induſtry, . we are confined to the 
ſcanty emoluments, of a limited allowance, without equal 


reſources, by which we may e our narrow allot 
ments. 


3h conſequence, Ft Wk of. 0 gender an qponind. 
ment, and of thoſe reſtraints by which we are prevented, 


Leben wiſely). from adding to it, the utwalt e 


* Dr. rm affirms, in the 3 to his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, 
publiſhed i in 1757, that of the nine thouſand and ſome hundred churches 
and chapels in England and Wales, fix thouſand are not above £40 a 
year; and adds beſides, that notwithſtanding the augmentations made to 
theſe ſmall livings by Queen Anne's bounty, it will be 500 years before 
they are all raiſed to £60 a year. And Biſhop Watſon, in his Letter ta 
the Archbiſhop of 'Canterbury, dated in 1782, aſſerts, that if all the re- 
venues of the church, together with thoſe of the two univerſities, (which 
being lay corporations, ought not to be taken into the account) were 
equally divided among the whole body of the clergy, (eſtimating their 
number at -ten thouſand) the parton to each individual would not exceed 
L£ 150 * | 
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is ec; to furniſh a family, from its produce, even 
with the ordinary accommodations of life; and to pre- 
ſerve that decent appearance in the world, which is expected 
of us, and which, in a certain degree, is requiſite, to give 
weight to our precepts, and influence to our example. 
But if we find it difficult, to provide the common ſupports 
of life, for ourſelves and dependents, to ſatisfy the de- 
mands of juſtice, and ſilence the importunities of thoſe 
in our reſpective pariſhes, whom urgent neceſfities impel 
to our doors for aſſiſtance; if, difficult as is the taſk, we 
are yet able, by a rigid frugality, to effect all this, while 
we live, we have done every thing that can reaſonably be 
exatted-at our hands: and if, when we die, there are 
no legal claims to be adjuſted, no creditor to take our ſons 
to be bondmen, the candid and impartial muſt give us 
praiſe, for our care and management. We cannot be ac- 
countable for property which was never committed to > Us, 
yy means Prep we ever nn e 
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penurious a ſupply while we enjoy them, and render it 
altogether impoſſible for us, to make thoſe eſtabliſhments 
for our ſurviving families, which our prudence and affec- 
tion ſuggeſt, and which are ſo often ſecured by thoſe 
employed in commerce, and even by many, whoſe" time 
and talents are mort profitably devoted to other liberal 
purſuits, how peculiarly pitiable muſt be the lot of thoſe, 
whom we, when diſmiſſed from our labours, leave behind! 
How mueh muſt our widows'ſuffer from their relation te 
us, and how helpleſs and forlorn are nee "teſt 


companions in mis fortune! | e 
2 „ | 3 The 
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The objects therefore of our preſent eontemplation, are 
Pins among the moſt meritorious ſuppliants for ſuccour; 
for they are unfortunate, without being culpable ; deſti- 

tute, without deſerving reproach ; and without ever being 
entruſted. with ſufficient powers and ny" to prevent. 

—_ ee in which yn are e rd * 


a hi Sethe an 1 aggravation i, is it, 6 that diſtreſs 
| which we are lamenting, that the widow, perhaps, ori- 
ginally left a father's houſe, where ſhe had been long 
nurtured, with fond anxiety and tendereſt care; where ſhe 
had been educated above the vulgar ſcheme; had been 
inſtructed, poſſibly, in the accompliſhments of more po- 
liſhed life; and, in conſequence of ſach attainments, was 
led and encouraged to hape and expect a better fate, and 
happier ſettlement ? But, by how much theſe advantages 
of birth and education, endeared her to her departed huſ- 
band, and rendered her a more fit and valuable companion 

to him, by ſo much have they unqualified her, for the ſtate 
of humiliation into which ſhe is fallen: for though f ſhe 
may have been but too well acquainted with narrow cir- 
cumſtances, and all. the inconveniencies incident to them, 
yet having been unaccuſtomed to ſtruggle with abſolute 
penury, ſhe has new leſſons of practice to acquire; ſhe 
has much to learn, and ſtill more to forget: and every 
generous habit, both of thinking and acting, muſt be for 
ever eraſed from her memory, before ſhe can patiently 
ſubmit to the painful degradation, of ,precatious depend- 
ente, menial employments, and ſervile offices. And if to 
te alflliction ſhie feels, for tlie loſs of her much loved part» 
mow and the wc apprehenſions ſhe muſt-neceſiarily = 


entertain, 
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n, reſpecting herſelf: and her on füti 
ence, we then ſubjoin the pangs he experiences, nous 
count of her orphan children (her ſons, it is probable, 
uneducated, unfitted for life; and her daughters expoſed 
to a thouſand evils, and yet without protection and de- 
fence); if, I ſay, we attend to theſe different ſources of 
miſery as they riſe in ſucceſſion, what a complicated 
picture of woe do they e chat CY "Mirae: detail 
oy Walling png nnn t e ou” on e 


| "Glo, indeed, hind: affe ing, are the ſcenes to which 
we refer; and yet the ſketch is not overcharged, nor have 
we recourſe to art or fancy, to aid the cauſe we eſpouſe. 
Though we admit the affliction, as above pourtrayed, is not 
to be found, in the ſame degree, univerſally, and in every 
clerical family; where the head of it, is prematurely :re- 
moved, yet we heſitate not to affirm, that in common, 
and among the majority of the parochial, clergy, it is 
ümpaſſible for them, during life, to reſerve ſuch proviſion | 
for their wives and children, as ſhall raiſe them, above 
the reach of want, after their death. And if their ſole 
dependence is on their profeſſional emoluments, and they 
have no temporal fortunes, in augmentation of their 
eccleſiaſtical preferments, their widows and orphans muſt 
be left ex poſed to all the unhappineſs we have 3 — 
and i in e caſes, perhaps, to ills we Ee not t noticed. 


„Bur On ſack, an 10 . watts too finds, 
Ds the diſtreſs of the objects we are contemplating, if left 
to themſelves, and neglected by others, yet, bleſſed be 
God, a remedy, a partial remedy, atleaſt; reſults, from 
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: the Frapathetic affections of our nature, and the, 4 
and expreſs: injunctions of the Goſpel. Actuated by the 
joint force of ſuch diſpoſitions and pr inciples, the pious, the 
humane, and liberal, concur, in adminiſtering relief; and 
the beneficent Inſtitution which we are now recommend 
ing, interpoſes its charitable aſſiſtance. By the generous 
efforts of this Eſtabliſhment the proſpect brightens, and 
the keen edge of extreme poverty is turned aſide. By the 
well-direfted bounty of this Corporation, in conjunction 
with the endeavours of the other clerical ſocieties, ſupport 
is given, in ſuch way, as the neceſſities of individuals may. 
require; and ſuch ſupplies are diſtributed, as make . 
geptabie additions to other reſources *. cg dea 
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For ſuch i Py great and valuable, is our com. 
paſſionate attention ſolicited; and to ſuch ends, ſo ſalutary 
and important, are our benefactions appropriated. Bet- 
ter deſigns than we avow, cannot be propoſed; and objects 
more deſerving than we produce, cannot be pointed out. 
If there is merit in cheriſhing declining age, in comfort- 
ing the venerable matron, in foſtering the helpleſs infant; 
in forming the ingenuous youth to uſefulneſs in life, and 
protecting the modeſt virgin; if there is praiſe in binding 
up the Fralenehearkeck, and cheering thoſe, whoſe proſece 


| ts 
* 1. may not be improper to inform the reader, that there are three 


a Ritutions; for the relief of the ſurviving families of neceſſitous clergymen. | 
One furniſhes ſmall annuities to their widows; another maintains and 
educates their children, till of age for apprenticeſhip; and the third binds 
them to trades, when thus, fitted and prepared. The former charity is 
ſupported by a very | lender fund, while both the latter ws prin on 
erw. benefactions, and voluntary contributions. 
ee 8 1 
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misfortunes are all enhanced, by the recollection of dener 
days, nom paſt for ever, and flattering hopes irrecoverably 
blaſted; if ſuch characters, ſo circumſtanced, have claims 
on the tender regards of thoſe, more happily ſituated in 
the world, our widows and orphans ſtand unrivalled, 
and with ſuch e 9 cannot 5 e or 
mb | 


. 


70 thoſe of; the — in this aſſembly, it it nth not 


617 be needleſs, but unbecoming likewiſe in me, even to 
hint at arguments to enforce the diſplay of Chriſtian 
charity. It cannot be queſtioned, but better motives to 
_ zealous exertions than I can offer, occur, to each of you; 5 
on the preſent occaſion. Nor indeed, is it poſſible, you 
ſhould ever prove unmindful or regardleſs of the impor- 
tunities of thoſe petitioners, who this day addreſs you, 
ſince every conſideration which influenced your prede- 
ceſſors, to concert and begin this good work, in behalf 
of the ſurviving families of their poorer brethren, ſtill 
remains in its fulleſt ſtrength, and urges tar en 
to con tinue and een, it. 5 


1 But hit we, for our RF ODE and companions lakes, 
thus ſtimulate each other to perſeverance, in favour of 
the benevolent plan which we have adopted, it cannot 
but be juſt and decent in us, to own, with proper grati- 
| tude, our obligations to thoſe. diſtinguiſhed perſqnages 
among the Laity, who ſo generouſly ſanction our deſigns, 
and unite in the furtherance of them. The Royal aſſu- 
rance of patronage : and ſy pl, with which we have Intely | 


+ 


1 honoured, challenges our firſt and moſt dutiful 
5 *, and the private benefaction of every 
particular contributor, demands our reſpectful returns. 
For whatever of prudence or ſelf-intereſt, whatever of 
partial attachment to our own order, there may be in our 
conduct, thoſe among the Laity who ſerve us, we are 
perſuaded, act from the beſt and pureſt motives, the love 

of God, and the love of man, and therefore are entitled 
to our lem. t to our ene, and to our prayers. 


" May thay God; Sho hk directed the nalows and father- 4 
| ue to truſt in him, and in ſuch numberleſs inſtances, 
agreeable to his divine promiſe, has preſerved them alive, 

may he proſper the work in which we are engaged, and 
may he bleſs and reward all thoſe who aſſiſt in it, with a 
due portion of his beſt gifts in this world, and with eter- 
nal b. 4 in that world which 1 is to come. 


92 n Majeſty ME: FORE Nele! * dre, that one third part 

of the profits, ariſing this year, from the muſical performances in Weſt- 

minſter Abbey, houd be e to che eee of the Sons of the. 
| win uh „ 
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